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Thames North & Eastern

Counties Flying Club

With all the raco roports complotod for 2010, the
only points left 10 closo out tho season are tho
round up on all the rosults and of course the
prosentation night of which this year will bo on
Saturday 28th March ot Pitsoa Football Club,
Crown Avenue, Basiidon, Essex, SS13 2BE
Tickats are £8 for adults and £4 lor under 103, This
Includes a DJ and buftel. | hope 10 soe as many
mombors and partnorsirionds as possible and of
course non-Thames members are also more than
weolcome. It you fancy a good night out and no
doubt some good pigoon talk, along hopolully with
ono or two bargain pigeons which are put up for
auction and raffle prizes then come along. Last
yoar wo had pigeons donated by the likos of Mark

Gilbort, K & J Zorala, just 10 give you a small tasto
of the quakty on oMer,

Aftor the event of course | will be doing a
writo up of the night and the attending mombers.
But before that | wanled to teeak down the
numbers into some stats for the 2019 season

In the main races, 42 different members
managed a top 10 finish in the Thames Open
results. D. Wilton & Son of the Tilbury Cluby camo
out on top in terms of number of wins and top 10
positions during the course of the soason with an
incroditie 5 x 1sts, 5 x 2nd and anathor 19 1op 10
positions, ghving them a tolal of 29. In an
organisation with over 100 members, sending on
average well over 1,000 pigeons and with a three
bird clocking nudo, that is somae flying, | am sure you
will all agreo. Woll done guys yot another groat
soason inland south road as can be seon, but also
aver the Channel and evon on the north road. with
many fop rosults once again in oach

How you like 10 read results, will influence how
you view the runnet up spot, as for me there wo
two options when studying the season's results,
positions won in the top 10 or amount of firsts. On
this point | will not offer a view and will lo! you the
reader decide how you wview It Howover,
whichover wary you 100k af it the next sovon lofts all
had groa! seasons

I will go down the list ln order of number of 1op
10 positions won, highlighting also the 151 and
2nds won by each member

Coming in 2nd pilace and pushing the Wiltons all
the way to the finish kne was John Cowlin of
Hulibridge Club with 2 x 1sts, 4 x 2nds and 18
other top 10 fineshes, for a total of 24, Like D,
Wilton & Son, John flew a very good pigoon in the
Channel as well including having 2nd mombaor, 4th
Opan in the BICC YB Nationa! and 4th Open BICC
08 National among his many 2019 rosults,

Coming in 3rd on number of 10p 10 positions wo
have & noew mombor of the Thames for the 2019

/!
’

-

'/ .l/ I.".t'v
. ¥
4

'!

-J/ol //.( '/I/.'//.I g7 '.I /"
/'//'..:4"/.','/ //; 7,

7/

ISP SIS S S
l/'/ '.'/‘0"/-/'/ >

/g

Graph of how many posihons in the top 10 vach fancier won

soason, P. Jackson & Son of Sundndge Park Club
with 2 x 1sts, 3 x 2nds and 13 other top 10
positions for a vory good total of 18. Liko the
provious two thoy also flow a good pigeon in the
Natonals with somo very good rosulls Including
2nd, 4th, 5th, Bth and 10th Open BICC in one raco
alono. 1 is great 1o se¢ new members come in and
do well from the stan.

Finishing in 4th spot is Tony Buckfield of

Club with a vory good tally of 17 times
In the top 10. Tony also Bew very well across tho
water this year and this is a now test for him as ho
has always boon an oxcoptional sprint fancier but
In tho last 'wo soasons ho has tried 10 aim moro
and more for the Channel avents and this paid off
with some good National pasitions and winning tho
UB! Combine for Falaiso

Taking 5th with 1 x 1581 and 2 x 2nd and 13 other
top 10 positions, wo have Frank Aloisio from
Hulibridgo. Frank also had his bost year across the
walor, only recently going fully south road. Frank
was woll up in many of the Natonals and also won
the Thames BroederBuyer along with £5000 in
peze monay. In addition ho also got a couple of
pigoons ready for the longoest north road race from
Thurso and won the Combene with his super cock
bird (Peter C). For mo it was one of the bost
Thurso  performances | can romember
Unfortunately Frank will not be racing pigoons in
the near future. You will be badly missed mate.

Finishing in 6th spot via the number of top 10
finishes but int second on the number of actupl
firnts with 3 x 1sts, and 3 x 3rds we have one of out
vory bost sprint fanciers in Bob Willa of Colchester
Ciub. Bob also had nine other top 10 finishos for a
fotal of 15. Bob's toam of Loo Heromans cortainly
did woll for him again in 2019,

Coming in 7th s M. Watts of Hulltndge, and
considering ho only flew around 50% of the races,
I am sute you will agree he had a belliant soason
by anyone's standards when you also considor tho
small fact of 2 x 15t National winners including
taking the first three from Lo Mans BICC Nationa!
and first two from BICC Guernsoy Natonal. Inland
Micky also won 2 x 18t and 1 x 2nd for a lotal of 15
top 10 positions. Well done Micky a groatl season
yo!l agan

Coming in Bth, though again they could bo
considored second highost prizewinnors with 3 x
15t and 2 x 2nds wo have the brilbant partnorship
of Me & Mrs J Buckfiedd from Hullbridge. Thoy had
one of the best seasons evor In tha history of north
road racing in Essox with throe Combing wins from
four Combine races plus an Amal win. | am suro




Frank Alisio

you will agree in that is one hell of a soason by
anyone's standards. Heaven help us f John & Pat
decido 10 have a full go at south road racing, one
day

Coming In 8th, we havo another lop o in R, P
Thomas, also from Hulibridge with 1 x 1st and 1 x
2nd and seven other 1op 10 finishes. Paul also
moved his sights more towards Channel racing,
having raced maindy inland for his first two seasons
on the south road and | prodict B will not be long.
quite possibly in 2020 tha! Paul ndds a National
mwhbulmwymwﬂvoCVolConww

n&lholoplomhmmmlom
watmynll ladwin & Jarvia mainly aimed al tho
Channel in 2019 and supporting the now Supor 6
format,

Beyond the top 10, the folowing all won a
Thames race, Paul Gibant, McDermott & Jones, A
Mackenzio, F. White, D. Hoywood & Son and M
Harvey. As | said at the stant, 43 members made
the 1op 10 during the season. When you ook al the
qQuality of fanciers you start 1o roakse what an
actvovoment i ks 10 win the Thames. When you
considor wo have Natonal winners that have not
won the Thames and some membors taking more
top 10 National posibons than top 10 Thamaes
positions in 2018, | hope it hoips puts into
mmnnhowmongttneonwmmwy

lhavom&dodaqmohotho«manypomms
in the top 10 each fancior won, who had ot loast
one top 10 finesh in 2018 in the main b races. Well
done 1o all and lot's hope for anothor groat season
n 2020

As wn move on 10 the Super 6 races, | would
ke to reming overyone this was a now concept for
2018, The roason bohing the Super 6 is 1o try and

give a level playing fiold foe all membors, with no
drag invoived as you can only send a maximum of
six Dirds per woek This also opens up more
possibilities for people 1o hopelully race for somo
money as everyone has an equal chance. For this
roason we made the cost 1o send £1.65 a bird
instoad of tho normal 65p the extra £1 .llgroﬂlio
prizo monoy which is spiit into three prizes. To help
the prize fund go around only the first pigeon por
loft counts, 50 a maximum of one card can be won
por loh por week with a maximum of one hit of tho
prize money por loft, por weok.

Moving onto the results and it was groat 10 500
many fancrs having a go in the first season and
oqually groat 10 see the prizes and monay bang
sprond around with 16 mambers all winning somo
money during the season and 28 membors all
making the 1op six during the season. What was
also vory pleasing and hopelully you can see this
from both graphs, thero wore some differont
names in the 1op 10 compared 10 the main raco
resufts, in fact only five members managod to
finigh in the top 10 in both formats.

On 10 the breakdown of the rosults. In 18t with
amount of wins and lop six finishes was mysol!
Gladwin & Jarvis. As | mentioned above | was a by
supportor of ths format, as onginally t was my
idoa to introduce this formal of racing into the
Thames. | must say | also found as & bonus
clement i was not just good lor sending six sprint
pigeons, | decided 10 send threo birds set up for

ing and theoe | wanted lor tho Channol racos
and | found the birds which did those formats
porformed much better for me in the Nationals, in
fact my first pigeons from the first three Channol
races had al done al least three Super 6 races
belorohand. Just some food for thought. Mayto
the Super 6 is not just gfontloth'ohdmspﬁm
racos but coudd aiso bo good 10 got the Channol
birds some experience of thinking and coming n
smalier groups. | finished with 4 x 158, 3 x 2nds and
2 x 3rds Open Thames and 15 top six finishes

Noxt up in torms of top six positions won, was
Me T. McLaughlan who had a supert) season in this
format. For ma this is the exactly what this format
was moant to do, he has a smallish team and
works long hours and thas gives him a level footing
1o perdorm on o wookly basis, Ho won 1 x 1st, 2 x
2nd and 4 x 3rd Opon Thames and 12 top six
fineshes A very big well done.

Coming in 3:d on top six finishos we havo
another loft which had an excepbonal soason In all
formats. In the Super 6 Frank Aloisio won 1 x 2nd,
2 x 3rd and 11 top six finlahos.

Noxt up wo have the most consistont loft ovor
both formats If you look at the stats ho was in 4th

British Homing World, February 7th, 2020 89

Micky & Saiy Watts.

place i both formats, Tony Buckfiod. Ho also had
joint socond place in terms of numbeor of actual
1515 by winning 3 x 1st, 1 x 2nd, 1 x 3ed and 10 top
11 finishes.

Just boing pipped m tarms of positions won but
drawing on actual fests we have Tony's mum &
dad, Mr & Mrs J Buckfiold who also won 3 x 15ts
along with 2 x 2nd, 1 x 3¢ and eoight top six
postions in total, | will leave the Buckfiold tamily 1o
agree or not on who came out on top, doos an
oxira 2nd placo trump two extra top 6 finishos?
One to debate noxt Sunday down the club. |
rockon

Noxt up 18 another tancier who the Supeor 6
formal was kind of designed for and that is Paul
Eliott. Paul is another small team fancior that
concentrates on sprint intand racing. The Super 6
aliows fanciers liko Paul 1o fly on a level footing
vach wook, Paul flew a good pigeon as always 10
win 1 x st 2 x 2nd and 4 x 3rds and a total of
sevon top six finishos,

Coming in 7th we have another loft which flew
vary well in both formats in 2019, the Colchestor
ace Bob Wia who won 2 x 151, 2 x 2nd, 1 x 3rd and
gix 10p six postions.

Taking 81h we have anothor 1op fancier who has
done very well since turning south road and that is
Rodnoy Royce, who managod 2 x 1sts, 1 x 2nd
and six 10p six finishes

Coming In 9th we have anothwer fancler who
currently really suits this format following & house
move and bulding up a new team and that is ono
of our hard working commitioe mombers Joo
House. A Milo bird also tells meo, Joo is going 10
help run the BICC marking station in 2020. At the
Estuary Club, Joo won 1 x 16, 2 x 3rd and six top
six finishos In total

Completing the top 10 and very unfortunate not
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Bob Wia

to get a win, still managing 2 x 2nd and six op six
positions was M & Mes L Brace

Other race winners wero Micky Watls with 2 x
181, 1 x 2nd and five 1op aix finishes. Also D. Wilton
& son with 2 x 15t and 4 10p 6 hincshes. And last but
not least Mahoney Brog with 2 x 15ts and three top
six fireshos

| have included a graph for the Super 6 racos
and aach Ianciod who managnd a o siv finish

| would like 10 porsonally say a big woll done
and thank you 10 averyono who supporied tho
Thames in 2019 and wolcomo aboard 10 the many
new membors wo have foe 2020, which | believe is
around 40 new members. The Thames must be
doing something right, as most of what | read Is
about dimenishing numbaors and birds, howaver, the
Thames is growing ot a rapid rate and eoven
bayond our own expectations

Just 10 give you an update, the Super 6 has an
extra olement for 2020. We have a £1,000
sponsorship which will be flown for In a
leaguo/points tormatl over the soason. The prize
money will be spit over twa halves of the season,
S0 anyona not starting untl young bird eic can st
havo a Qo it the monay. From the buzz | got when
spoaking 1o members, | also think the wookly prizo
money will be ot least a £100 a race in 2020, So |
would highly recommaend fanciers putting six birds
asido, just for theso races as thoro will be a nice
pot of monay 1o walk away with in 2020. As you
can 300 below the way the monay s split plenty of
poople should have a nico pick up

Supor 6 Points Loague: 10 poims for 151 8
points for 2nd; 6 points for 3rd; 4 points for 4th; 2
points for 5th, plus an oxtra 1 point for sending for
cach member per weok induding membors who
win points for baing in 1op five. Prizes will bo split
as loliows. The Rrst half of season prize fund runs
from race 1 up 10 and Including race 14

Raceo 15 up to race 23 (only inland races e

Davis & Son

Tony Bucktfiold, John Cowlin and Loe Bastone

Included) i considerad second half of the sesson
Flrst prize for complote season's £400 (the loft with
highost numbor of points after all 23 racos)
Second prize for complote season £200, (the ot
with second highest number of points afler all 23
races). Third prize for complete season £100, (the
ol with third highest number of points after all 23
racos). First prizo fest halt of soason £100, (the loft
with highest numbor of ponts afler race 14)
Second prize frst halt of season £50, (the loft with
socond mont points aftor race 14). First prize
socond hall of season £100, (the loft with most
point botwoen race 15 and 23). Socond prize
second hall of season £50, (the loft with second
most points botwoeen races 15 and 23). In addition
e woekly prize monay is spé 50%, 30%, 20%
this is calculated by taking in all income and
diviaing by the amount of races and then doing the
spht mentioned

Finally, dont forge! tho Thames Goid Rings can
be bought now for the Thames North Easten
Counties Gold ting raca, which is Bown on the
BICC second young bird race. Rings are £10 each
and a maximum of 10 per loft. Pleaso call Rachoal
Bacon on 07718 B82067 or look on the Thames
website where these can be ordored and paid for,
waww thamesnec couk. Weo paid out £4.350 n
2016 and wo hopo and expect 10 pay oul moro n
2020. So get your rings oven If you live in an
unfavourable Soction in the BICC, this race is a
groat bet as we also pay Secton prizes for all
BICC Soctions, with all Section winners getting tho
exact samo prize monoy whech s not dopendent
on how many rings are sold in each Section

The Thames is also running a Moot on 29th

Mr & Mrs J Buckhield

Fobruary at The Grange Ceftic Supporters Club
Grainger Road, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, 5852
50D, Tickots are £10 oach and include a fish and
chip super. Akoady confirmed on the panof aro
Mark Gibert, D & J Staddon, David Coward.
Talvott, Mark Bullod (furthor panellists may be
announcod). | am sute you will agreo this is a top
ine up of all round lanciors who win al speint,
middie and long distances, with old and young
birds. So whatever racing you like | am sure you
cannot fal 1o learn something new from this Moot

In addition please look out for the
Broodor/Buyer salos cach weekond in March, aftor
paying out £18,100 in 2019 we are hoping 10 broak
tho £20k mark in 2020. Anyono can entor but only
BICC mombors can buy. Como and bo pant of
somothing very oxcting and rewarding

I am sure all the Thames members and the
poople who have supporied the Thames, dunng
2019 will join me In saying & veory big thank you 10
the bost Secrotary in pigeons, Miss Rachaol Bacon
on doing such a groat job

Lastly | am sorry if | have not put pictures in and
dotads of your winning pigeons over the soason
but thes is because | do not have them i no one
sends mo any details. | do try and find pictures eic
but i is not aways possible. Could | suggest each
marking station appoint somoona 10 send me the
info oach wook, jus! a fow knes on the winning
pigeons and & quick pcture would make such a
difference. | would very much bke 1o give everyone
he full credit thay desorve n 2020

As always any news of views 1o
phngladwin@hotmail.couk and ploase have a
ook ot the Thames now websde for any further
information www.thamesnec. co.uk







