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David Hales ot Hockley

Lhe Evolution of a Sgs{em and
the Con’tinuing Success Slorg

David Hales, ably assistod in recant yoars by his good friend Duncan
Goodehild onjoyed a long run of success at the highest lavel over many
yoars. This remarkablo lovel of consistoncy, in possibly the most difficult
compotition opon 10 pigoon fanciers and thoir bieds, International racing,
has continued up to the prosent day as can bo soen by the kst of lop
finishes in 2019 International races with tho BICC listed lator in this
report. Unfortunately David passed away in March 2019 and yot the loft,
undor thoe managoment of Duncan Goodchild, has continued 10 produca
top class results with the BICC in International races

The late David Hales (L) with Duncan Goodohikd
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The following articke is based largely on a report | comploted on the
Hales sot up following a visd a couple of years back. | hope it will bo of
intorost 1o those fanciors who aspire 10 compele In inlernational races

In the Beginning

Having moro than hold his own, firstly at north road racing, winning tho
Fod old bird average with six cocks and the Fed young bird average more
than ton limes, Including five yoars in a row, and winning 27 young bird
races on the trot in one club plus a Combine win and numerous Open
raco wins, David decided to concentrato more on south road racing. This
Moral change of direction culminated in David winning 15t Open NFC
Sanilly, 2 x 18t BICC Falaise etc in recent seasons. However, the lute of
fong distance succoss has proved too much, and in the past low soasons
David has focused all his offorta on success at the extremo distance
competing with the BICC on the International stage

The 2013 old bird season saw the Hales toam notch up an Improssive
sonos of porformanceos in Intemational races which load 1o David winning
the Europa Cup with the BICC with the best average in all International
races. These performancos wore: Pau International, 9th (63¢d Open
International), 23rd and 271h Opon; Agen, 715t Open; Barcolona, 3rd and
14th Open; St Vincent, 32nd Opon; Marsellle, 151, 8th and 13th Open;
Porpignan, 46th and 53rd Opon. Theseo performances wore achioved by
o toam of pigeons racing to ono of the most impressive lofts | have visitod
in over 40 years of witing

The Loft

This is a roally imposing structure sot alongside a hugo lawnoed aroa
Tho loft is at loast 100 foot long and is divided IN10 NUMOToUS SOCUONS
with an internal walkway fronting the whole sot up. Self built by Dawvid, It
was Iight and airy with oxcellent ventilation and has beon sof up 90 tha!
David and Duncan are ablo 10 race cocks and hons on widowhood,
roundabout oic and young birds on the darkness systom. Although tho
loft is extensive | would guess that thero were less than 100 pigeons
housod in a loft that could comiortably house many timoes that number
An example of this was the (act that in some soctons that wero capablo
ol housing 16 cocks thero wore only two cocks present and other
sections with the same capacity that housed perhaps five cocks, There
5 certainly no overcrowding here
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Comfort Zone, 15t Open BICC Marseie! Intermational



The soctions that housed the hons ware quite Innovative as the hens
porched on 4 x 3 blocks in tors of five of six and thoir droppings wero
doposited through a sloping dowelled aperture onto the floor of a corridor
that backed onto the hens section (see photograph). This corridor had a
perspox front allowing tho sun to shino onto the corridor Noor, thus drying
the droppings which could then be simply swept up, an innovative labour
saving aid (0 loft hyglene.

The Bloodlines

When David decided on his transition from sprintmiddle distance Fod
and National racing to Intornational extromo distance racing he soon
roalised that he neoded a difforent king of pigeon to handie this type of
racing. Two fanciers that to mind who raced pigeons of this
cabbro wero Jim Biss and David's good friond Alan Parkor. These two
outstanding fanciers had a habit of gotting repoat performances from 700
miles. This was |ust what David was looking for, as he firmly belioved that
the pigoons’' origins, bred from generations of performers from the
distanceo Is of the utmost importance,

As David openly admitiod 1o me, the transition from club, Fed and
National racing to Intornational racing was not easy, as ho somotimes folt
that he was stumbling around in the wildernoss. In the oarly days it was
a struggle to get birds homa, ot alone bo compotitive. The step up from
club, Fed and National racing to International racing Is quito considerable
but the rewards of success at the top level are otwicusly sweeter. David
@Ot his first tasto of success from Dax in 2005 winning the BICC from 550
milos with a little biue chequer hon of Biss bloodlines, but as ho says, If
ho thought he had cracked it ho was 10 bo proved wrong once again!

So 10 the presoent day, and some of the stars of the loft during the 2018
season.

A blue cock now named Perpignan King has proved to bo an
outstanding long distance racer and is a direct son of the loft's groat
racordrooder Tubby. The King has won 13th, 7th and 3rd Open BICC
Porpignan in the last throo scasons,

Next wo have chequer hon Dave's Diamond, this 2y widowhood hen
won 63rd Open NFC Tarbes as a yoarding and in tho 2018 old bird
soason, finished ot 2nd Section, 4ih Opon BICC Narbonne, plus 33:d
Open BICC Pau Intornational, Onceo again her brooding is impeccable
her sire was purchased from tho House of Antden and is o diroct son
Do Cas whilst her dam s a granddavghtor of 1st Opeon BICC

and contains the bloodiines of the Louelia Hen, ono of the
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loft's 10p stock hens responsible for a number of good long distance
racors.

Then we have another star of the loft namod Dave's Diva, this red hen
s a daughtor of Comfort Zone, o winnor of 18t and Bth Open Marsoillo,
215t and 70th Open Pau. Sho is also a granddaughtor of the great
racet/breeder Tubby, winner of 3rd and 9th Open Marseille, 7th and 9th
Open Pau, 37th Open Tarbes, so tred in the purple from performance
pigeons at tho distance and in International compotition. Dave's Diva was
25th Open BBC Bordonux as yoarling at 467 miles and this yoar sha has
boen placed at 151 ES, 4th Opon Agoen, thon 5th ES, 8th Opon Narbonne,

Management
At this point | think 'l let Duncan Goodchild explain their methods in
preparing pigeons for the extreme distance.

1 hope that the lollowing will give you a brief insight into how we
prepared our birds 10 achieve our success in long distance International
races over the past lew seasons. Since 2003, oxcluding 2005, the young
birds have recoived vary litthe racing, plenty of training dawn 1o the coast
70 miles, but no importance is put on racing with maybe the odd race for
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wont on holiday, and a family friond iooked after the birds whilst ho was
away, The birds were allowed to roar a single youngster with the hens
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The System
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taken away when the youngstorn wore 10 days old and the traini
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attemp! at 700 miles he ended up 4th Open BICC. He recovered so well
ho was sont back 10 Perpignan, 617 milos a month or 0 later where ho
was again first bird 10 the loft boing 45th Open BICC.,

In 2013 he was pairod early March and reared a single youngster. Ho
had two inland races then two short Channel races with the BICC and
EECC. Ho was not raced for throa wooks prior to tho Barcolona race but
fiown and trained a fow times. The cock had taken a slight knock 1o his
keel in the bulld up and David had seriously thought about leaving him at
home but his condition and hoalth saw him off to Barceiona for the
socond yoar running. It was a very tough race but Jake showed his
quality again being second bird 10 the loft finishing 14th Open BICC.
Because of the toughness of the race and his previous knock David
decided that was enough for the season

The 2013 1st Opon BICC Marseille winner proved 10 bo a lormiic,
moediume-sized pencil blue cock of Biss x Alan Parker bloodbnes. Dave
endod up not only winning Marseille but also the two bird average along
with the best average Pau and Barcelona and as mentioned above, also
winning the Europa trophy for the best average Pau, Barcelona,
Marsollle and Perpignan.

All birds handled during our visit as you would expect with fanciers o!
David and Duncan's calibre, were in excellent condition.

And 5o 1o recent imes and kstod below are the loft's results during the
2016/17/18 soasons. 2016: 13th and 16th Open BICC Perpignan; 9th
and 14th Open BICC Marseille; 21st and 25th Open BICC Pau. 2017:
42nd, 44th and 47th Open BICC Alengon (5,649 birds); 4th and 5th
EECC Fontenay: 6th EECC Fontenay: 8th EECC Fontonay; B4th, 96th,
109th, 120th, 138th, 1415t and 166th Open BICC Mant do Marsan; 63rd,
124th and 153rd Opon NFC Tarbes: 15th Open BICC Barcelona; Sth,
25th and 60th Open BBC Bordeaux; 7th Opaen BICC Perpignan

Now we come to the 2018 old bird season, ono that Duncan rates as
one of thoir bost ever: 8th, 33rd, 36th, 74th and 87th Open BICC Pau
Inornational 576 miles, all on winning day: 4th, 8th, 40th and 50th Opon
BICC Agen 534 miles; 13th and 14th Open BICC Barcolona, 707 miles;
18th Opon BICC St Vincont, 558 miles with the longest flying yearling in
the result; 4th and 8th Open BICC Narbonne, 585 miles, 3ed and 10th
Open BICC Perpignan, 831 miles. I'm sure all who read this will agree
that this is an extromely impressive set of results in distanceo racing.

Hero are the main results for the 2019 oid bird season and undor
Duncan’s management the success story has continuod unabatod, Ninor
positions were attained over the channel in the clubs used for education,
also winning the 2B Average at Perpignan with the BICC; 3¢d In S G Biss
Points Cup bohind Mark Gilbert and Geolf & Clayton Prooco, having
missed tha St Vincent Intermnational. The loft had the 322nd best
International hon over two races in the whole of Europe and 1,616th best
overall ranking all intornational races with a nominated bird. With the
BICC in 2019 the birds 100k the lollowing positions: 8th and 18th Opon
BICC Alongon (4,658 birds). 42nd, 45th and 50th Open BICC Pau
International, 575 miles; 6th Opon BICC Agon Intermnational 534 miles;
11th and 30th Open BICC Barcelona International, 707 mies: 2nd and

FPorpignan King, 13th, 7th and 3rd Open BICC Perpignan in last three yoars
winning Certificate of Meonit.
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Dave's Diamond. 2nd Sect, 4th Open BICC, 3rd Open BICC Pau 2018 and
&rd Open NFC Tarbes as a yoarkng,

13th Open BICC Marseillo International, 615 miles; 16th Open BICC Lo
Mans, 249 miles (2,693 birds); 8th, 13th, 15th and 30th Open BICC
Narbonne International, 595 miles; 2nd, 4th, 17th, 24th and 331d Opon
BICC Perpignan International, 631 miles, The most birds sent 1o any raco
was ten birds to each International race. As Duncan modostly admits, ‘I'm
still pushing 1o got 1o the noxt lovel which wonY bo 50 casy without having
the support of ‘tho boss’ 1o drive meo on'

These results aro the outcome of skill, hard work and perseverance
over adversity. Good luck for the future Duncan. You certainly desorve it
Finally, my thanks to Chris Sutton for supplying the pigeon portraits that
accompany this article.

GARETH WATKINS
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The late David Hales and Duncan Goodehild




