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Thames North &
Eastern Counties
Flying Clu

Having linadly caught up with 2019, #t Is time 1o
look forward 10 2020, The Thames ks moving on of
# Inightening rato with many changes coming In
2020, inciuding more clubs jomning, many more
naw mombors and some veory exciting changes o
the Super 6

Firgt lot's mention the now clubs we have laken
in. First up we havo the Hadleigh Club, a vory long
establishod club in the Essox area. My mum & dad
have trophies al home from the earty 70's from thes
Club. In tact technically, this was my first club as
mum & dad were flying in Hadleigh when | was
boen. In lact literally when | was born, as | was born
on the first young bird race and my dad timed in the
birds botoro hoading up 1o the hospital to find | had
alkoady boon born. 45 years later and | am not sure
mum has fully lorgivon him. The noxt club we have
takon in is Hutton, another club which has been
around fof a long while and has a very good histoty
of wp fanciers both today and over the yoars
Finally we have the Dagenham Club, this | think
will bo a groat growth area for the Thames going
forward as London Is st a hotbed of north road
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Doan Crukts with his dad holding young Siiney.

racing and hopotully this Club will
gain a lot of members in the next
couple of soasons

in acdition 10 thes | think aach
oxisting club In the Thames has
pickod up new membors for the
2020 season. This moans the
Thames now has over 150
members and it is still growing on a
weokly basis. | would o 1o take
this opportunity 10 wolcome you on
board and thank you for your
support and wiah you aevery
success in 2020 and beyond

The othor big change ahoad of
the 2020 season ia the Super 6,
and from what | hoar tho change
has really got peoplo thnking and
inerestod in this type of racing and the interest
sooms 10 be gathoring at a good pace. What aro
the changes? Woll, we aro running a points system
which runs in threo parts, one covers the wholo
soason and the othor two cover whal would
traditionally be called the old and young bird
soasons. Howevor, in the Thames we do not have
spiit seasOns s ! is any age racing throughout the
whole season and this is the same for the Super 6
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Tip Top Tora, raced by Gladwin & Jarvis (o k!
Deothor/sistar will De in the awchion)

Gosting & Jarvis,

The 2019 Messac winners, C. & J. Howse and family.

Any ago pigeon can win any race from start o
finish

So haw doos 1 work? We have a sponsored
£1,000 10 be won, kindly donated by a Thames
member. Each fancier who sends 10 o Super 6
raco will roceive 1 point for sending Addttional
points will ba given for the first five posiions in
oach raco, Lo. 15! = 10 points; 2nd = 8 points; 3rd
= 6 points; 4th = 4 points; 5 = 2 points. (Five
adforent lofts 1o win these points in cach race.) The
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John & Pat Buckfield

£1,000 prize monoy will bo awarded to thoso with
the highost number of points at each point in tho
soason. Rocos 1-14 (fest half of sonson). the lofts
with tho most points win €100 for 15t and £50 for
2nd. Racos 15-23 (socond half of season): again
1st and 2nd receive £100 and £50. Races 1-23
(overall). The lofts with the most! points win 1st
€400, 2nd £200, 3rd £100. The entry foe of £1.65
is mado up of: £1 prize monay, 85p race entry foe
The prize money of £1 por pigeon will also
continue and be spiit evenly botween each race
and paid out at the ond of the season, just as t did
in 2019, Thveo diflaront lofts will take prize

on each race (one prize pot lolt each week), 1st
50%. 2nd 30%., 3ed 20%. With the added interest |
can oasidy see the prize money boing £100 a wook
or more. Al in all, thare will be a nice amount of
monoy 10 race for. So got on board Thames
members and make this another nice succoss and
hopofully win a nice few pounds af the ond of tho
BOABON.

The next change is we have added a fourth sale
dato t0 our Breoder/Buyer sales, due to the
number of people wanting to onter. Theso sales
start on Bth March and wo have a salo each
wookend in March, ploase look on our website for
each date and venue, www thamosnoc.co uk. Tho
first of these s at Sundridge Park HQ, post code
BR1 5AF, penning from 10am. | am prelty
confident wo can break the £20.000 payout in
2020. Tho raco will bo hold on the fist BICC
National young bitd race. Weo have one of the best
no ups of pigoons promised, | have ovor seen for
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A montage of Dave & Gary Hoywood birds.

this type of sale, with pigeons coming from some ol
the very bost and weoll known fanciers in Balglum,
Holland, Scotland, Wales and England. Howover,
wo fully encourago all fanclers 10 put in and all
BICC members 10 buy birds, as this has t0 be one
of the bost bots in pigeon racing, n the past some
birds have been soid for as Mtlo as £25 and will
hopefully bo racing for £20,000+. Thore should be
lots of prize money and prizes up for grabs and
some of the cheapoest birds last yoar 100k tho main
prize monoy. It doos not matter f you are o
champion of a novice the chances are the same
for all

We also have a Moot for the very first ime on
Saturday 29th February held at The Grange Coeitic
Supporters Clud, Grunger Road, Southend-on-
Soa, Essox, 552 S5DD. What a line up we have,
Mark Gabert, D. & J. Staddon, David Coward:
Talbott and Mark Bullied. All four are what | call truo
all round fanciers thal have and do win right
through the card from 60-600 miles, your in, yoar
out. | am sure oach and evory one will loam
wmmmg!rommonmoommom Can you
afford 10 miss out on all that

On Saturday 28th March, lho?hnmosvdlbo
holding our annual presentation night 10 honor all
the winners and moembors of the Thames. This will
be hoid at Pisea Football Club, Crown Avenue,
Basiidon, Essox, S513 28E. Tickets aro just £8 for
adults and £4 for undor 10s. Thoro will bo a bar, DJ
and butfet on the night. Non-Thames mombeoes are
woloomo, tickots aro on a first comeo, fieat corvod
basis, and can bo ordered via our website
www thamesnec. co.uk

The Thames is also running an intormet auction
on tho Pigeon Chat Auction Site, this will start on
Sunday 23td Fobruary and ond on Sunday 1st
March at Bpm. All funds raised are 10 help cover
the running costs for the Messac YB Open
National race to be fown on Wednesday 9th
Soptombor. Donors for this auction include, C. & J,
Howse, the 2019 winners, D. & J. Staddon, Mark
Gibert, Mr & Mrs J. Bucklield, Lee Bastone, Dean
Childs, K. & J. Zorata, David Hales, Frod Comwoll,
Formula 1 Lofts, P. Jackson & Son, David Coward-
Talbott, D. Hoywood & Son, Tony Buckfield, Tanner
&S 5, J. Gorrard, Goslng & Jarvis & Davis
A | am sure you wil agree this is an
Impressivo line-up. Hopeolully the money rised will
help cover the costs for running the Messac race,
The quality on offer is off the scale, direct childron
of Nabonal winners, same way tred as National
winnors, a child of the 2019 Messac raco winner, a
direct child of Splendsd Bolt, responsible for over
50 x 151, NFC and BICC Morit Award winners and
much, much more. Any one of these 18 lots would
grace any stock 108t In the country,
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Don lor&oiGoldRmmcanbobwghlnowloa
our Young Bird Gold Ring race which is flown on
the BICC's second young bied race. Rings are £10
each, a maximum of 10 per loft. Please call
Rachael Bacon on 07718 882067 or ook on the
Thames website whore theso can bo ordered and
pakd 1or. We pakd out £4.350 in 2018 and wo hope
and expect 10 pay out mare In 2020, So get your
. oven i you live in an unfavourable section in

the BICC, this race is a groat bot as weo also pay
Section prizes for all BICC sections. AN Section
winnots got the camo prize monoy, it s not
dopendent on how many are sokd in each Section.

As mentioned the Thamos just keops growing in
terms of mombors and events we aro running, it ks
a truly progressive organisation that is always
looking 10 move forward, In only a couple of
soasons it looks like we may have oulgrown our
transporter for some races, s0 the commatios s
working hard to make sure wo have altomatives lor
these races. As | have said, there are plans and
back up plans, 50 please rost assured, wo will got
all birds 10 the races and no one will bo tumed
down or be capped on amount that can be sent

A hugo amount ol work goes on bohind the
sconos 10 make these ovents work and be
succossiul, most of 1 unpald and unseen by tho
majority of mombors. So please come along and
SuUPPort A8 many events as you can in anywiy you
can. It is the only way these things continue 10
flounish and grow. As moentioned already, all these
ovonis are also open 1o non-Thameos membors
and It s groat 10 have non-members attonding and
panicipating, Tickets and info on all events can be
found on the websito

Any news or 1o john gladwin®
hotmall co.uk
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M. Symonds from the Tanner & Symonds
partnership.



