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Hullbridge
Pigeon Club

Now s tho tme, when, ¥ wo are not prepared,
wo can drop some big clangors. I'm taking about
he fast approaching onsot of the racing soason
For mo it is an oxciting time, a timo o roflect on
how to bottor last season’s results (that shouldn
be hard!). The big question s, are we ready, have
we done enough proparation? We musinl make
oxcusos, Take the boull by the hams, get our ingers
out and get some training in. Very soon our local
10p trainor Terry Bontham will be hating the road
with a brand new, custom-bullt training vehicle. |
think & quoue is alroady forming for his servicos
I'm not too sure of the pick up points yot but |
beolieve ho ks cateting lor some of the East London
boys as well. Happy days all round whoen you can
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Ciub tackes taking a broak

Jack Nartin

have a reliable porson ke Terry who is a pigeon
man through and theough, doing the training. |
have managed 1o secure some oxtra raining In
botween Torry's agenda with M Marmite Steve
Adcock. As Stove only takes birds from around two
poople, ho i able Lo 1085 the birds up In ones and
twos which Torry cant with his volume of trainers
Gotting singled up can only educalo the birds 1o
broak away from the misn flock but also sorts the
whoat from the chalf

My wookly out of season visit to the club house
saw anothor groat Sunday lunchiime session
Once again, Tony Buckfiold put on plos of cheeso,
biscuits and pork plos along with mustard, poanuts
and crisps, well done Mr Buckfinld. While on the
subject of Toay B, three of them, Rob, Gary and

John & Pal relaxing

Tony are drving over 10 Belgium for a jolly up for
heoe days. | was invited but had 10 pass, there Is
no way | could keep up with their danking. | believe
thoy wél also bo going o0 a pigeon auction |
drinking tme allows

Getting back 1o the Sunday lunchtime session
an | would be passing John Buckfield's house on
the way 1o the club, | offered him a Wt as his
chaufleur was out of action. Big mistake. After
losing a coupie of gamaes of darts which cost him
£8, ho chalionged mo 10 a game of cribbage. Why
not | thought. | just trashed him at darts so why not
take a few mors bob from him st erib. | now know
that he lulled me into a false sonse ol socurity. |



wont, through ombarrassmont, toll you how much
he ook me for but he was very closo 10 gotting a
taxi home!

Going back 10 the club and wha! is happening
The old woodon marking shed has been
domolished and work 5 on the way in budding a
brand new purpose-built marking station. It will be
built in conjunction with a couplo of adjoining yacht
club buldings, making one long brick buikding. it
will be a first class secure bullding, about five yards
nearat 10 the club house. The Hulibridge is
cortainly moving with the times. We have a ciub 10
be proud of

Only another fow wooks and the meombership
can get logothor agan, whore we left off at the end
of last season. I will be groat 1o moet up again and
find out any nows, One thing that has been
suppestod is a wookly lovy of around £1 por wook
por singlo or £2 por couple and this, If approved
will pay for our annual prize presentation
Hopelully some moro BBQs will be on the agenda,
maybe Desperate Dan will turn up and help to cat
the mountain of food that s offered, Our lades
always 9o the extra mie in the preparation of the
food, not forgetting chel! extraordinaire Luke
Skywalker who is a master with his monster BBO,
provided ho has a Guinness handy. Always a free
family day oul. These aro not restricted to
members only, we are all free 10 bring Inends at no
cost. Las! yoar, Robbie & Paula Hume provided
two huge legs of lamb for the barby and they wont
down a troal. The addod bonua was that ono log
was siow roasted and the othor one cooked fastor
Either wary they were delicious

Once again it's time 1o sign off. Hero's wishing
you all a hawk freo season. Rogards 1o Paddy in
Dublin

The youngest bidder, Teddy Jackson

Is this the roal Paddy from Dubin?

Firstly | would kke to explain in advance thal
this artcle should be titled, Thames & Noth
Eastorn Countios. The reason | am doing this
anticho 15 as a favour o John Gladwin who
usually does the Thames write up. Ho is so
overwhoimed with his work in the stock markot,
the Coronavirus has affected him big timo that
ho would find it an unboarable burden on his
time, 50 here i good old Tailendcharlio stepping
into the tvoach 1o help out

Ono reason for this report is to give an update
on the latest futunty sale that was heid ot
Sundridgo Park. The other is 1o thank tho
members who sel up and dismantied the pens
without any fuss and wha! a good job they did
Of course wo also have the regulars who always
turn up 10 help with the auctionooring, along with
Mr auctioneer himself, John Gladwin, We had a
good showng o! voluntoors with most of the
clubs local to us having a represantative heiping
oul. The herooes of the day wero Joo House,
Estuary Club, Cavid Coward-Talbott from the
Laindon Club, Mick Jarvis from Tilbury, Michaol
Simmonds from Hullbridge, Rachael! Bacon and
Theresa Gladwin trom Huilbeidge doing the all
important paper work and taking the money.

In all wo had 58 lots making a vory improssivo
£4,230, Bidding was brisk from the word go and
vory s0on more and more peoplo got involved. |
met up with the fake ‘Paddy from Dublin' again
and onjoyed having & pint with him during the
salo. All in pll there was a big mixture of agoes
with the bidders and | folt it only fair to take a
photo and mention the younges! bidder tharo
who bid £100 and purchasod a pigeon entorod
by Laindon's Frank Whito, To say It rased a
smile 10 see young Teddy Jackson bidding lrom
the back of tho room s an undorstatement, |
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Rachael and Theresa hard af it

bobove peopie woro socrotly hoping ho would
be successiul in his bid

By around 2.30 the auction was over and it
was time 10 pay and collect your birds, | was told
that one bidder spont £800 on birds. | sincorely
hope that he has the succoss that he was after
In laimess the man purchased some quality
birds that ware on offer 50 we wish him luck

The time came to hit the road homeo and for
onco | didnt have to drive. | had the luxury of
being ferred by John & Thorosa. John spotted
an open calé noar whare the car was parked
and decided 1o mako up for his missed
broakfast. Wo weore 5000 on our way homeo with
o bacon sarmke and cup of toa 1o tide us aver

That's it for this abrdged Thames wiite up
and hopefully we will 500 you all & the sales.
Paddy from Dublin, are you well? | miss our
chats

Good luck everybody in this wonderful sport
of ours. With a bit of luck the Coronavirus might
be deadly 0 our friends the BoP.

mitatlendchariie B hotmail co.uk

Frank White coughing up
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Auctioneer John Gladwin, Joe House loppng up the pons

Even the host has to pay.




